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Last Week at Rotary... Sept. 8th: Ron and Jan Ward, Helping Paws Program 
This Week at Rotary…Sept. 15th: Fall Rotary District Conference Recap and Parade talk 
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 Upcoming Rotary Programs & Events    
9/22/09:  OFF SITE at HOBGOBLIN (we will not be at the St. James this Tuesday)  
9/29/09:  Crop Walk--Presented by the MN Correctional Facility staff  

Bill Gates Rotary Polio Speech      January 21, 2009 

Thank you, John. And thank you all for such a warm welcome. I am excited that the Gates Foundation 
has joined Rotarians in the fight against polio. That’s why I put on my Rotary hat. And I’m honored to ad-
dress the men and women who help guide the work of more than 33,000 Rotary clubs around the world. 

Even though I was born just three years after one of the worst polio epidemics in American history, I did-
n’t know anyone with polio when I was growing up. That’s how far we’ve come. 

The same story of success has been repeated over and over again for children not just in the United 
States but also in Bolivia and Vietnam and Croatia and Morocco. 

In the last 20 years, thanks to your hard work, polio has declined by 99 percent. In 1988, 350,000 people 
got polio. By 2008, the number was down to just a couple of thousand. 

That is an amazing statistic, and it is part of a trend of overwhelming progress in the whole field of global 
health. 

My favorite statistic about global health is this: In 1960, 20 million young children died. Two years ago, 
that figure was 10 million. In short, in my lifetime, the world has learned how to save more than 10 mil-
lion children every year.  

Surely, that is humanity’s greatest accomplishment in the last 50 years. And innovations both simple and 
complex made it possible. From knit caps that keep newborns warm to the most advanced vaccines, in-
novations can save lives. 

But it doesn’t happen without the phenomenal work of groups such as Rotary, which make sure that in-
novations reach the people who need them…….    

….One thing is for certain. The world would not be where it is without Rotary, and it won’t get where it 
needs to go without Rotary. 

You have so much to offer.  

Thank you.  (full speech at www.rotary.org) 




